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END MILITARY MASS AT BROOKLYN NAVY YARD

Ly M. Gorodess

morning, May 2§

ORE than 12,000 persons gathered at the Brooklyn navy yard Sunday
h/l , to attend the services of the eleventh annual military
mass for the souls of soldiers lost in battle.

by the Rev. James J. Cohan, chancellor of the dlocese. nssnsled by the Right

The mass was celebrated

navy, as sub-deacon.
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Keeping It Clean

enough that it Is growing harder to
attend to all these “‘duties,”

They have been extraordinary in
scope. He has followed little children
into saloons and put the fear of the law
into bartenders who filled the young-
sters’ pails with beer; he has gone
home with the children and made
parents squirm for sending their little
ones into saloons: he has denounced
settlement workers whom he believed
to be proselyting among the young of
fluck: he has combated settlement
workers who painted the Fast Side in/
the region of 8t James's parish as
a #lum: he has fought time and again
to Keep gmall boys and girls from ob-

hig
s

he has closed a few dozen disorderly re-

For Father Curry there exists ho
delicate problem of how far the Church
may undertake social service; for him
there is no doubt as to the duty of
a pasgtor to promote healthy marriages
and to wed only the fit. He im-
mengely Interested when told of a recent
vote of Episcopal clergy in New York,
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wedding and sometimes they Insist
upon it. They put the argument for it
n the usual grounds, the risk of hl'il
dying suddenly and leaving his family
penniless,  But what they are ofien
most concerned about I8 assurance as
to the suitor's good health, They feel
sutisfiecd that if he can get insurance
there is nothing gerfous the matter with
him.

“Now that seems to me a happy way
of dealing with a delieate problem to
the satisfaction of all handg and the
embarrassment of none.”

Father Curry likes Mayor Gaynor and
his methods generally, but perhaps his
greatest complaint now Is about Mr.
Gaynor's edict that took away the pollice
captain's plain clothes men,

“] miss those precinet men terribly.”
gald the pastor, his brow wrinkling,
“They would do and did do numberless
little things to help me keep order in my
district, Of them as a class it was sald
that they took graft, 1 don't know;
mayhe gome of them did, But they were
responsible to the captain and you could
get some sort of rellef when you went
to a police station.

“Now when there |8 a robhery of any
sort, a burglary or any kind of theft, it
I8 useless to go to your police captaln.
He has the directlon only of the uni-
formed men and ls concerned only with
open crimes or misdemeanors, deeds of
violence, and so forth, In any sort of
theft you must go to a detective lleu-
tenant, whose distriet is not confined to
the precinet you live in, but s much
larger,

_]ames s Parish and a Deputy Sherlff

Been Policing His District in Cherry Hill Section for Twelve Years,
and Has No Intention o Giving Up Wonderful Work of

“He does not know you and is respon-
gible only to people at Headquarters, and
he does not know conditions as does
the captain of your precinct., The re-
sult is a two headed police, a monstros-
ity, and between the two divisions of
authority many 'wrongdolngs go unpun-
ished and unchecked; fall between two
stools, as you would say.

“It 1s the hardest gituation I have had
to contend with In the twelve years |
have been back at work in this parish,

Rev. Mgr. Connolly as deacon and the Rev. W. H. 1. Reaney, chaplain in the

Joseph's Seminary, Dunwoodie, acted as master of ceremonies.

The Very Rev. John P. Chidwick, president of St.
A choir of
g the mass music.

of Columbus.

The services were held under the auspices of Gloucester Naval Camp,
No. 5, United Spanish War Veterans, and the Long Island branch of the Knights
The Right Rev. Mgr. Edward W. McCarty, rector of St. Augus-
tine's Church. preached the sermon.

the Best Policeman in New York

hix parish. He sald that they are more His War on the Settlement Workers, Whom He Called “‘Freaks With Fads™

aggressive than ever.

“Why, do you know," he continued,
“there i one gettlement down here which
takes children away from the district
bodily and you cannot get them back
except by a writ of habeas corpus, 1
suppose they get the parents to sign a
paper, of whose meaning the parents
have not the least notion. I don't know
what they do with the children.  But
even If they send the youngsters away
where they will be better off (and I don't
Lelieve for a moment anything of the
kind), it {s truly an extruordinary pro-
ceeding, isn't it?"

Irish and Itallans make up Father
Curry's fold, but the Greeks who live In

her,” he exclaimed. “Many went home
to the Balkan war and some died honor-
ably in battle, no doubt. Rut they are
unassimilable here. They do not bring
over thelr wives and familles, Morals?
Many of them have none. They ruin
boys and girls,

“A little girl not 10 years old con-
fessed to me and told a story of mis-
treatment by a Greek bartender In a
saloon (xythopolelon) to which her
parents had sent her for beer. Fortu-

A& roon as police responsibility was (i-
vided in this way, just 8o goon my d..«—1
trict began to get away from me.” |
Father Curry was asked about his war
on the settlement workers whom hie has
accused of trying to capture children of '

his plrl-‘h and crowd to their kaph-
phenela (coffee houses) to read Atlantis
and smoke narghilehe and drink kaphes
Tourki tTurkish coffeer bother the
pricet not a little,

“Thank heaven,

nately it was in a day when the captain
had his own plaln clothes men and I
was able partly to stop chlldren from
golng to that saloon. Not wholly, no.

ns

“I have followed children into saloons
and warned the bartenders. Then they

they are less in nume-

| would t?

|dren anyway.
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in the '90s and then was moved about
| a bit,

‘on the East

i for whom It was thought new witnesses
| had been found. Sullivan's appeal falled,

| developed the fact that hls actlon was

Successfully Campaigned Against Saloon

Sold Beer to Children

have posted men outside to take a
child’'s pall and get it filled and bring
it out, so that the youngster may not
have to enter the place itself, One bad
thing about it Is that these very little
errand runners will take a sip of beer
or something stronger on the way home
and jt gives them the taste for liquor.
No one will contend that children of 10
or less should be allowed to drink.

“The movies?

“Oh, I have had my protest about
them In a very long time,” replled the
priest. “Good picture shows are all
right. I like them myself. No, I can't
go myself. It wouldn't Jook well; now,

“But what I have to protest against,
and that constantly, i8 allowing boys
and girls of tender years to see these
shows Indiscriminately., It {8 not good
for them to go unattended in a dark-
ened house, but not only that but some
of the films shown are ruinous for them,
especlally in cheap houses such as
abound down here. I have heard dread-
ful storles

“Most of our criminals are young.
They start young, and let a boy once be
sent away to an Institution and he s
pretty nearly done for. You know and
I know the schools of crime our re-
formatories and prisons are. Not only
does a boy become skilled In crime, he
becomes a moral pervert. 1 do not know
what we are going to do to end these
conditions,

“But as to the movles, It |8 as I told
Mayor Gaynor; we do not need any
new law, we need only to enforce the
one we have, But It seems Impossible
to keep the children out of these shows.
It is a bad day in the matter of chil-
They seldom have proper
discipline, They have thelr own way
too largely.”

Father Curry Is 56, He says that
except for occasional twinges of rheu-
matism he feels twenty years younger.
He was at 8St, James's for a while back

landing at one time at Rhinecliff
on the Hudson, where the Astors have
a summer home. He had not been back
fide more than a few
months before he began pollce work.
He closed a notorious resort at Catha-
rine street and East Broadway and got
the regular police to drive women who
accosted even him out of Chatham
Square (which he calls the Dead Sea).
Then he denounced policemen In the
precinet who were slding with the dives
agalnst his boys' club, He closed an
illegal resort the rear of which could
be seen from the club rooms, The
woman who kept it came to the priest
and tried to bribe him. He showed her
the door,

In 1903 Father Curry Interceded for
a convicted murderer, Whitey Sullivan,

but the court sald:

“T deem It only proper to say In view
of the fact that the reprieve * * @
was originally granted at the Instance
of * & ® the Rev. Father Curry

* & ¢ that the proceedings * * ¢

taken from motives of broad humanity
and with a desire that justice should
be done and that his confidence in the
witnesses was entirely misplaced,”
Judge James A. Betts was sitting.

When the recreation pler at the foot
of Market street was opened In 1904
Father Curry visited it for a while at
night until he was able to Impress
upon the girls of hls parish that they
must not stay there late and go home
alone after 1 o'clock In the morning.
Very little girls had been spending most
of the night on the pler and complaints
had come to the priest about it,

It was in the following year that the
pastor of 8t, James's waged such a war
on the practice of sending children to
saloons on errands that it was almost
done away with In that part of the East

Bide. Hard on this campalgn came &
pitched battle with the settlement
workers,

On a summer morning of 1906 Father

Proprietors Who

Curry came out to the altar railing
at each of the six masses in his church
to denounce the Protestant settlement
workers who, he said, were stealing his
children and running down his district
in order to touch the sympathies and
pocketbooks of wealthy people uptown,
He named names and praised the Jews
for not attempting anything of the sort,
He charged that the eettlement works
ers were unable to find the poverty
needed for thelr busimess or the chil-
dren for whom they were supposed to
do so much. The priest sald that of
the money collected by these settle-
ments 90 per cent. went for mainte-
nance and 10 per cent, reached the
poor,

This elicited from the University Set-
tlement a reply that of $24,000 col-
lected it had not paid %0 per cent. in
salaries, but only $13,000, or a little over
half, Father Curry seemed to think
that the reply proved his point that the
settlements were inefficiently admin-
Istered.

He salled Into the scttlement named
after Jacob Riis as one of the worst of-
fenders and warned hig people not te
accept charity but to =tand on thefr
own fect., Riis replled that the poor
of the East Side had many hardships
to endure, but that thelr greatest hard-
ship was “to have a man like Father
Curry as a pastor.” at which the priest
smiled and replicd:

“A good many persong are making
a fine, fat llving at this s<ttlement and
nobody knows it better than Mr, Rlis.
It Is time some one took a stand against
these settlement houscs with their pate
ent gospel attachments.”

He added that In order to get money
the settlement workers had so ma-
ligned the East S8ide that his boys
could not get jobs, no matter how
prepossessing in appearance or manner,

The conflict raged hard twe years
later when Father Curry said one day:

“A little Italian girl of this parish
was stolen less than a year ago by the
settlement workers, For a week the
dally papers had stories of her dis-
appearance, suggesting  kidnappers,
Black Handers and other terrible things,
while the parents were heartbroken.
One day the little one was discovered on
one of the plers, One of the female
workers had taken her into the eoun-
try for a two weeks vacation withe
out consulting the parents,

“These workers are
fads,"

']

One of the most famous suggestions
that Father Curry ever made was that
owners of housges should be compelled
to put their names on plates in econ-
gpicuous places on their buildings., He
thought that publie acknowledgment of
respongibility for an illegal resort or
a fire trap of a tenement would bring
anhout a degree of purification in the
city, He suggested the “little tin
plate” in 1910, and though the measure
was Kkilled in the Board of Aldermen
it was revived again in 1912,

Probably it will be heard of again,
for the eflicacy of the pmn has com-
mended itself to many leaders in civie
work throughout the eity, Some of
the indorsers of the “little tin plate”
Iast year were the Rev, John H, Holmes
of the Church of the Messiah, Walter
8, Laidlaw of the Church Federation,
John D. Denton of the Labor Temple,
Alexander Law of the Tenants Union
and Leverett Luce, Dr. John Loves
Joy Elliot of the Ethical Culture So-
ciety asked why a wman should ogb-
Ject to fathering his own property;
the Rev. Dr. Thomas Slicer said that
the little tin plate would benefit the
good owner, while working destruc-
tion of the bad one, and Col. Roosevelt
was quoted as saying that such a label
would make owners take a healthy in-
terest in their own property.

About nine months ago Sheriff Har-
burger, who, like S8peaker Smith of the
Assembly, the Sullivans and most of
the Tammany leaders who keep close
to the poor, is Father Curry's friend,
made the priest a deputy sheriff, the
first case of the kind in New York's
history.
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